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OCOM and Kam Wah Chung & Co. Museum 
Collaboration Receives Grant from  

State Library of Oregon 
OCOM Library, the library of Oregon College of Oriental Medicine (OCOM) has been awarded a $39,610 
Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant from the State Library of Oregon. This grant will support 
the project, Kam Wah Chung: A Historical Archive of Chinese Medicine in Rural Oregon, which is a collaboration 
between OCOM and the Kam Wah Chung Heritage Site in John Day, Oregon. From July 1, 2019 through June 
30, 2020, this grant will support the creation of an online digital archive that includes images and translations 
of various Chinese medical artifacts stored at the Kam Wah Chung site, a designated National Landmark.

This project will seek to help document the fascinating history of Chinese medicine in rural 
Oregon. In the late 1800s, two Chinese immigrants, Ing “Doc” Hay and Lung On, purchased the 
Kam Wah Chung building in the rural mining community of John Day, Oregon, where the two 
operated a Chinese apothecary and a general store until Hay’s death in 1952. The museum is 
well known for its treasure trove of artifacts detailing the Chinese immigrant experience in the 
American West. This project will focus on Chinese medical objects and other items that have 
been cataloged and translated by OCOM students and faculty; the resulting digital archive 

will be available to the public, and will be of interest to those concerned with Oregon history, the Chinese 
immigrant experience in the American West, or traditional Chinese medicine and herbal practice. 

This project is supported in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services through the Library Services 
and Technology Act, administered by the State Library of Oregon.

———————————————————————————————

Founded in 1983, OCOM is a single-purpose professional graduate school that offers first professional and postgraduate degree 
programs in acupuncture and Chinese medicine. OCOM’s mission is to transform health care by educating highly skilled and 
compassionate practitioners, providing exemplary patient care, and engaging in innovative research within a community of service 
and healing. Our 1,500 graduates practice, teach and research Chinese medicine in 50 states and across the globe, and have provided 
an estimated 10 million treatments over the past 36 years. OCOM’s campus and primary teaching clinic inhabit a LEED Gold certified 
facility in historic Old Town Chinatown. Additional information about the college is available on our website: ocom.edu
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