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To apply, or to request information 
regarding OCOM admissions  
requirements, application procedures,  
or campus visits, contact us directly:

Office of Admissions
503-253-3443 x176 
admissions@ocom.edu
www.ocom.edu

Oregon College of Oriental Medicine
75 NW Couch Street, Portland, OR 97209

The mission of Oregon College of Oriental Medicine is to 
transform health care by educating highly skilled and 
compassionate practitioners, providing exemplary patient 
care, and engaging in innovative research within  
a community of service and healing.

Follow us at 

facebook.com/ocompdx

twitter.com/ocompdx

youtube.com/ocompdx

instagram.com/ocompdx

©2021 Oregon College of Oriental Medicine. All rights reserved.

Oregon College of Oriental Medicine (OCOM) recognizes the individual dignity of each employee, student, patient, volunteer, and job applicant. 
OCOM does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital or familial status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, veteran status, or any other basis prohibited by local, state, or federal law. OCOM does not consider any of the above attributes 
in administration of its employment policies, educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan program, and other school-
administered programs. In its policies and actions, OCOM will comply with its obligations under state and federal law including Title VI and Title 
VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Title IX of the 1972 Education Amendments Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA), Oregon Revised Statutes, and any 
other applicable law.
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Admissions
MAc*/MACM/DACM**
First Professional Program Prerequisites:  
  Three years of education from an accredited institution; 135 quarter hours or 90 semester hours 
  Required coursework (one class of each): General Biology; General Chemistry; General 

Psychology and General Physics
  DACM degree completion track available 

DAOM
Postgraduate Program Prerequisites:
  Completion of a master’s-level training in acupuncture and Chinese medicine (or equivalent) 
  Formal training in herbal medicine is required 
  Current acupuncture license and an active practice

Application Deadlines for all Programs and Courses of Study:
  Early Application Deadline: January 31
  Regular Application deadline: April 30 
  Applications accepted on a rolling basis until the class is full

Discover OCOM!
  Our free, on-campus seminars 

familiarize you with OCOM’s 
master’s program, student life,  
and the possibilities of a career as 
a healer. 

  Virtual Seminars – These 
interactive, online sessions 
condense the monthly Discover 
OCOM admissions seminars  
for those unable to attend our  
on-campus presentations

  Be a Doctoral Student for a Day — 
half- or full-day sessions. 

  Visit ocom.edu for more 
opportunities to explore OCOM’s 
community and continuing 
education  programs. 

Accreditation
*  The Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture 

and Oriental Medicine (ACAOM) granted initial 
accreditation to Oregon College of Oriental 
Medicine Master of Acupuncture degree 
program, effective June, 19 2018. Accreditation 
status and notes may be viewed at: http://acaom.
org/directorymenu/directory/ The Accreditation 
Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental 
Medicine (ACAOM) is the recognized accrediting 
agency for programs preparing acupuncture and 
Oriental medicine practitioners. ACAOM is located 
at 8941 Aztec Drive, Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
55347; phone 952/212-2434; fax 952/657-7068; 

 www.acaom.org

** The Oregon College of Oriental Medicine (OCOM) 
professional doctorate (PD) program, approved 
to begin enrolling students, is not yet accredited 
or pre-accredited by ACAOM. Graduates of this 
program are not considered to have graduated 
from an ACAOM-accredited or pre-accredited 
program and may not rely on ACAOM accreditation 
or pre-accreditation for professional licensure or 
other purposes. This program is eligible for ACAOM 
accreditation and OCOM is currently in the process 
of seeking ACAOM pre-accreditation/accreditation 
for the program. However, OCOM can provide no 
assurance that pre-accreditation or accreditation 
will be granted by ACAOM.

https://www.ocom.edu/


Programs Overview
OCOM offers academic programs for the individual seeking to become an acupuncturist as well as 
programs for the licensed professional looking to earn a doctoral degree. All courses are offered 
on-site at our Portland, Oregon campus or in a hybrid and modular format with weekends at 
OCOM supplemented with online content for self-guided study.

Master of Acupuncture 
(MAc) – This two-year, 

10-month program is for
students looking to become 

highly skilled acupuncturists. 
It does not include herbal, 

classics or multi-term 
bodywork courses of study.

Master of Acupuncture and 
Chinese Medicine (MACM) –  

A four-year program for students 
seeking comprehensive training in 

acupuncture and Chinese herbal 
medicine. A bodywork sequence 

and studies in the Chinese classics 
are also a part of the MACM  

core program.

Doctor of Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine  
(DACM) – This four-year program is the most 

comprehensive, designed to train highly skilled 
practitioners who are capable of working successfully 

in the contemporary health care system, either  
as independent providers or as part of a  

collaborative health care team.

DAOM versus DACM Completion:
The DAOM program is a two-year 

program delivered over 20 modules 
that involves capstone research  

and specialty training. 
The DACM Completion Track 

provides general practice training in 
a one-year program of eight modules 
of residential clinic and synchronous 
courses delivered over four quarters 

in the DACM program.
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MAc
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Doctor of Acupuncture  
and Chinese Medicine

Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine
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MAcMaster of Acupuncture

Master of Acupuncture 34-month degree 
includes comprehensive training in acupuncture 
and Chinese medicine theory, application and 
techniques. This program offers the opportunity 
to obtain a degree that qualifies for licensure in 
Oregon and states that do not require Chinese 
herbal medicine Boards for licensure. Note: the 
MAc degree does not qualify for the California 
Licensing Exam (CALE).

Advanced standing students (e.g. MD, ND, DC  
and DO) who qualify for admission typically  
also qualify for a significant amount of transfer 
credit and comparable reduction in  
programmatic tuition.

Total  
Program 

Hours

2,257.5

Quarter 
Credits

151.39

Hours of 
Clinical 

Training

660.5

Hours of 
Didactic 
Training

1,597

Total months to complete program:
34 months (Two years, 10 months)

 Link to course descriptions (PDF)

 Link to FAQ

https://www.ocom.edu/images/pdf/_NEWPROG_Electives-handout_021119.pdf
https://www.ocom.edu/entry-level-degrees-faq


MACMMaster of Acupuncture and 
Chinese Medicine
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Total months to complete program:
48 months (Four years)

Master of Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine 
48-month degree includes comprehensive
training in both acupuncture and Chinese herbal
medicine theory, application and techniques.
In this comprehensive first-professional
master’s program, required curriculum in
classical herbalism, bodywork and qi cultivation
are required. Students may deepen their
understanding in specialties of interest through
selective experiences in different areas in
Chinese medicine practice such as geriatrics,
gynecology and clinical study in China.

Graduates are qualified to practice in states 
that do not recognize doctoral training in 
acupuncture and Chinese medicine and to sit 
for the licensing exam in California. 

Total  
Program 

Hours

3,257

Quarter 
Credits

213.42

Hours of 
Clinical 

Training

1,179

Hours of 
Didactic 
Training

2,078

 Link to course descriptions (PDF)

 Link to FAQ

https://www.ocom.edu/images/pdf/_NEWPROG_Electives-handout_021119.pdf
https://www.ocom.edu/entry-level-degrees-faq


DACMDoctor of Acupuncture and  
Chinese Medicine
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Total  
Program 

Hours

3,674

 
Quarter 
Credits

241.23

Hours of 
Clinical 

Training

1,272

Hours of 
Didactic 
Training

2,402

Doctor of Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine 
48-month degree includes comprehensive 
training in Chinese medicine theory, application 
and techniques in combination with training 
in integrative approaches to health care. In 
this first-professional doctorate program, 
students learn how to integrate a Chinese 
medical approach with training in collaborative 
care and research skills. In this comprehensive 
first-professional doctoral program, required 
curriculum in classical herbalism, bodywork, and 
qi cultivation are required.  Students may deepen 
their understanding in specialties of interest 
through selective experiences in different areas 
in Chinese medicine practice such as geriatrics, 
gynecology and clinical study in China.

This program requires dual enrollment with 
the MACM. Graduates are eligible to sit for the 
NCCAOM exams and also the licensing exam 
in California and may be eligible to be called 
“Doctor” depending upon state law.

Total months to complete program:
48 months (Four years)

 Link to course descriptions (PDF)

 Link to FAQ

https://www.ocom.edu/images/pdf/_NEWPROG_Electives-handout_021119.pdf
https://www.ocom.edu/entry-level-degrees-faq


DACM
Completion Track
Doctor of Acupuncture and 

Chinese Medicine

*Exact hours will vary with individualized 
programs. A minimum of 300 hours  

(21 quarter credits) is required.

Total  
Program 

Hours

316*

 
Quarter 
Credits

21*

Hours of 
Clinical 

Training

148
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The Doctor of Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine 
(DACM) Degree Completion track enables 
graduates of master’s programs of acupuncture 
and Chinese medicine to augment their knowledge 
and skills consistent with OCOM’s entry-level 
DACM standards. The DACM degree completion 
track enables master’s graduates to attain degree 
parity with licensed acupuncturists who hold the 
entry-level DACM by filling in any gaps between 
their master’s degree education and OCOM’s  
entry-level doctoral degree education. 

The one-year program delivery is synchronous 
quarter courses combined with eight modular clinic 
rotations (one day per month for eight months) 
in the DAOM program clinic. Depending on prior 
master’s degree education, some required courses 
may require weekly attendance.

Each student fulfills courses to meet core 170 
hours of core doctoral competencies. The balance 
of required minimum 300 hours is fulfilled through 
selective advanced courses in areas of integrative 
medicine and classical Chinese medicine.

An active license and practice are not required for 
program entry. Depending upon the time elapsed 
since master’s program completion, additional 
pre- or co-requisite coursework may apply to be 
eligible for this track. A transfer evaluation fee 
will apply for all non-OCOM applicants. 

The program will allow for entry  
during Fall, Winter, Spring or  
Summer quarters.

 Link to FAQ

https://www.ocom.edu/dacm-daom-faq


DAOMDoctor of Acupuncture and  
Oriental Medicine
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Total months to complete program:
24 months (Two years)

Total  
Program 

Hours

1,224

 
Quarter 
Credits

47

Hours of 
Clinical 

Training

673

Hours of 
Didactic 
Training

551

Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine 
This 24-month program is a clinically focused 
postgraduate clinical doctorate degree.Whether 
as specialized practitioners skilled in the 
treatment of chronic and complex conditions, 
clinical researchers, or teachers of future 
generations of practitioners, DAOM graduates are 
leaders in the field. This terminal degree program 
is designed for practitioners who maintain an 
active practice and desire to reach the highest 
level of achievement within the profession.
The program is designed around a series of 20 
intensive teaching modules, which take place 
every 4-5 weeks.

As a postgraduate versus entry-level program, 
this degree does not qualify for the California 
Licensing Exam (CALE).

 Link to course descriptions (PDF)

 Link to FAQ

https://www.ocom.edu/images/pdf/_NEWPROG_Electives-handout_021119.pdf
https://www.ocom.edu/dacm-daom-faq


Financial Aid / Scholarships
Programmatic Tuition Helps to Keep Your Education Affordable 
For the academic year, we lock in your tuition costs based on your program of enrollment. Learn 
more about scholarships and funding your education.

OCOM is committed to supporting our students through competitive scholarships and campus 
work-study opportunities. Each year, the college awards more than $30,000 in scholarships, and 
will actively assist you in researching additional opportunities offered by our community partners. 
A majority of our master’s students utilize Federal Financial Aid to help fund their education. Both 
master’s and doctoral students may be eligible for federal unsubsidized Stafford and Graduate 
PLUS loans. The Office of Financial Aid works with prospective and current students to help them 
understand loan options and to plan for repayment. 

 Loan calculators

 Scholarships
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https://www.ocom.edu/admissions/financial-aid
https://www.ocom.edu/admissions/financial-aid
https://www.ocom.edu/admissions/financial-aid#loancalculators
https://www.ocom.edu/scholarships


Student Life
A strong sense of community exists at OCOM. Our students support one another academically and 
personally, while also receiving group and individualized services from the college’s Student Affairs 
staff. As part of your education, you will share a great amount of experiential learning, forming close 
bonds and lifelong friendships in the process. Each year, your fellow students meet and form clubs 
around specific interest areas, participate in leadership opportunities such as service to the OCOM 
Student Association (OSA) or state and national professional associations. 

Student success is also supported by on-campus drop-in tutoring, drop-in counseling, quiet 
study spaces, and recurring trainings on self-care and study skills offered through the offices of 
Counseling and Student Affairs.

 Current Students
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https://www.ocom.edu/current-students


Portland Community
OCOM’s home is in the heart of Portland. Every day, the college’s students, staff, and faculty 
commute to campus via nearby rail or bus lines or ride their bikes to school along the numerous bike 
pathways. Our students frequently practice taiji and qigong in Waterfront Park (one block away), 
meet in local coffee shops, or enjoy the numerous nearby restaurants for lunch. OCOM’s home in  
Old Town Chinatown offers a wealth of civic and cultural activities that complement your education.

 Take a tour of our Portland campus

 Lan Su Chinese Garden

 Portland Chinatown Museum

  Old Town Chinatown Community Resources
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This site — 38 Davis, now home of University of Oregon’s School of Business, 
Ankrom Moison Architects, and residential apartments — exemplifies a 
resurgence of mixed use development in the historic Old Town Chinatown district. 

OCOM Campus, 75 NW Couch St.

https://vimeo.com/277343198
https://lansugarden.org/
https://www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org/
http://pdxoldtown.org/
https://www.ocom.edu/scholarships


Clinics
Our clinic education program provides the experience students need, while offering an affordable 
service to the community. Master’s and doctoral students treat patients in a variety of clinical 
settings — both on campus and in the Portland metropolitan area — under the supervision of 
clinical faculty. 

OCOM Clinic: a 16-room facility within our Old Town Chinatown campus building, serving patients 
who live and work downtown, offering herbal internship, acupuncture, and massage treatments. 

OCOM Hollywood Clinic: our northeast Portland clinic serves the local community through intern 
supervised practice and a variety of faculty clinical rounds.

  Off-campus shifts and community  
health externship sites

 Get to know your clinical faculty
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lZYYu8ZQkElxEMeynBQSU176Yex0WoQu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lZYYu8ZQkElxEMeynBQSU176Yex0WoQu/view
http://images/pdf/Faculty_selfbios_1018update.pdf
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Research
Research appreciation and literacy are infused into the doctoral curricula. A series of three courses 
for first professional doctorate students provides the foundation for understanding the role of 
research in the field and prepares them to participate in practice-based research. Critical thinking 
skills are developed, along with an appreciation of evidence-based criteria and outcomes in health 
care research and clinical practice. 

DAOM research coursework provides students with a deeper understanding of issues in research 
design and evaluation. In their capstone project, DAOM students demonstrate their abilities to 
synthesize the theoretical and practical/clinical aspects of doctoral education, critically evaluate 
research and potentially contribute to the research base of Chinese medicine, and enhance 
competencies of professional communication.

 Research Resources

 Acutrials™ 

 Master’s Student Research

 Capstone Repository

 DAOM Case Reports

  Submitting a Research Proposal

  Oregon Collaborative for  
Integrative Medicine (OCIM)

  Student Alliance for  
Integrative Medicine (SAIM)

https://www.ocom.edu/research/resources
http://acutrials.ocom.edu/
https://ocomscholars.omeka.net/collections/show/2
https://ocomscholars.omeka.net/collections/show/1
https://ocomscholars.omeka.net/collections/show/3
https://www.ocom.edu/submitting-a-research-proposal
https://www.o-cim.org/
https://www.o-cim.org/
http://www.studentsforintegrativemedicine.org/Submission%20Guidelines.html
http://www.studentsforintegrativemedicine.org/Submission%20Guidelines.html
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Mentorship
Support for OCOM students begins as soon as you are accepted into the program.  Each cohort is 
invited to join a closed Facebook group to connect before classes start in the fall. Each summer, the 
New Student Mentor program matches incoming OCOM students with continuing OCOM students to 
help in the transition to Portland and medical school study.

Enrolled students are also invited to join the Alumni Mentor Program which connects a curated 
group of graduate volunteers with current students and recent graduates. 

 Alumni Benefits

 Alumni Practitioner Search

http://alumni.ocom.edu/services-and-benefits/alumni-benefits
http://alumni.ocom.edu/get-connected/alumni-search


Graduate Success
 Alumni stories from the field

 73% Full Time

27%  
Part Time

35
hours/week

Average:

88% 
of graduates are 
self-employed

Where and How Our Graduates Work

20+

16-20

11-15

6-10

5 or less

In a  
recent alumni 
survey, 95% 

agreed OCOM 
training was  

“essential 
preparation  

for work I now  
do for a living”

95%
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  work with other acupuncturists
  with massage therapists
 with naturopaths
  with chiropractors

  work with physicians
  with nurse practitioners
  with physical therapists
  with occupational therapists

10%

20%

30%

40%

15%

25%

35%

Among graduates who collaborate in group practices  
with other disciplines...

https://www.ocom.edu/admissions/alumni-admissions?id=180


Resources
 Chinese Medicine Guides

  OCOM Student Media’s  
River Map Radio 

  OCOM Scholarly  
Work Repository

 Recommended Reading 

 Bookstore

 OCOM Library
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https://www.ocom.edu/chinese-medicine-guides
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/rivermap-radio
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/rivermap-radio
https://ocomscholars.omeka.net/collections/browse
https://ocomscholars.omeka.net/collections/browse
https://library.ocom.edu/research/recommendations
https://ocom.populiweb.com/router/bookstore/home
https://library.ocom.edu/


ocom.edu
The science of medicine, the art of healing®


