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DACM Degree Completion Track 
Licensed acupuncturists with a master’s degree in 
Chinese medicine from an accredited institution 
interested in obtaining a professional doctorate may 
apply to OCOM’s DACM Degree Completion Track 
and earn the Doctor of Acupuncture and Chinese 
Medicine (DACM) degree.

Statement of Purpose
The DACM Degree Completion Track enables graduates 
of master’s programs of acupuncture and Chinese 
medicine to augment their knowledge, skills, and 
behaviors to a level consistent with OCOM’s entry-
level DACM standards. The program enables master’s 
graduates to attain degree parity with licensed 
acupuncturists who hold the entry-level DACM by filling 
in any gaps between their master’s degree education 
and current entry-level doctoral degree education. The 
28 advanced doctoral competencies listed below — 
mandated by ACAOM — are the additional professional 
competencies beyond the master’s level that 
constitute the entry-level doctorate. These advanced 
competencies are the same for both the entry-level 
DACM degree program and the DACM Degree 
Completion Track, and a student who enters with a 
master’s degree or equivalent in Chinese medicine will 
earn a DACM degree upon graduation.

DACM Degree Completion Track 
Goals 
Content Area 1: Patient Care Domain
Graduates of OCOM’s DACM Degree Completion Track will be 
able to:
A.  Describe the relevant laws and regulations, 

including scope of practice, that may govern or limit 
conducting diagnostic studies. 

B.  Explain the clinical indications, risks, and benefits for 
diagnostic procedures. 

C.  Outline the principles and applications of equipment 
utilized for diagnostic imaging, laboratory, and other 
relevant diagnostic tools. 

D.  Assess written diagnostic reports, including the 
range of values that distinguish normal from 
abnormal findings, as relevant to patient care and 
communication with other health care providers. 

E.  Review findings from relevant diagnostic studies 
with objective and subjective findings from the 
assessment of the patient. 

F.  Communicate effectively with other health care 
providers regarding the results of diagnostic studies. 

Content Area 2: Systems-based Medicine 
Graduates of OCOM’s DACM Degree Completion Track will be 
able to: 
A.  Guide a patient into health care systems, e.g., 

homeless care, elder care, and family services. 
B.  Identify, describe, and assess possible solutions to 

health care disparities due to socioeconomic factors. 
C.  Describe the role of acupuncture and Chinese 

medicine professionals within current health care 
systems and the impact of that role on patient care. 

D.  Employ patient care in the context of relevant health 
care systems. 

E.  Differentiate between models of care and treatment 
modalities. 

Content Area 3: Collaborative Care 
Graduates of OCOM’s DACM Degree Completion Track will be 
able to: 
A.  Recognize the impact that organizational culture 

and established systems have on patient care. 
B.  Interact appropriately and skillfully with other 

members of the health care team and within that 
health care system. 

C.  Describe the prevailing and emerging organization, 
structure, and responsibilities of the health care 
team. 

D.  Discuss, in the appropriate context, the patient’s 
condition using vocabulary and concepts common 
to other members of the health care team. 

E.  Articulate the importance of supporting and 
participating in professional activities and 
organizations. 

F.  Compare and contrast common medical models. 

Content Area 4: Formulating and Implementing 
Plans for Individual Professional Development 
Graduates of OCOM’s DACM Degree Completion Track will be 
able to: 
A.  Identify and remediate areas of professional 

weakness. 
B.  Propose improvement methods in the analysis of 

practice for the purpose of developing a program of 
learning on a lifelong basis. 

C.  Identify sources of ongoing professional 
development, education, and research, both classical 
and contemporary. 

D.  Describe emerging technology systems for 
information access and management. 

E.  Assess professional development needs and use 
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available professional development resources to 
respond to changes in the local, state, regional, and 
national health care environment. 

Content Area 5: Incorporating Scholarship, 
Research, and Evidence-Based Medicine/
Evidence-Informed Practice into Patient Care 
Graduates of OCOM’s DACM Degree Completion Track will be 
able to: 
A.  Describe evidence-based medicine and evidence 

informed practice and differentiate between the 
two. 

B.  Describe data collection methods to facilitate 
information dissemination in the field. 

C.  Assess research, including hypothesis, design, and 
methods, both qualitative and quantitative. 

D.  Describe the role and purposes of outcomes 
research. 

E.  Modify treatment plans and protocols using new 
information from current quantitative and qualitative 
research. 

F.  Use evidence-based medicine and/or evidence 
informed practice to improve the patient care 
process 

DACM Degree Completion Track  
Curriculum Guide
The DACM Degree Completion Track is delivered in 
residential format and consists of 172 hours/10.17 
credits of core courses that provide the basis by which 
each student’s program is individually designed. After 
an analysis of master’s-level coursework, a degree 
plan is developed with each student. The student 
will choose from a variety of content areas to add 
additional required or desired course content in areas 
of their concentration (some course offerings depend 
on availability and minimum enrollment requirements).

Students must fulfill the required coursework and 
a total of 300 hours (21 quarter credits), of which a 
minimum of 130 hours must have clinically relevant 
coursework. Transfer credit may be awarded on a 
case-by-case basis for up to 20 percent of the total 
hour requirement for coursework at the master’s level 
that was in excess of ACAOM master’s-level minimum 
hour and competency requirements and is at a level 
of rigor commensurate with DACM-program course 
requirements. Note: students who do not meet 
the research requirements for OCOM’s entry-level 
degree programs may be required to do additional 
coursework.

DACM Degree Completion Track 
Schedule
DACM courses are considered resident courses and 
are all offered in synchronous (real time) format. 
Some courses require clinical practicum (face-to-
face) instruction. Continuing through the COVID-19 
declaration of a pandemic, didactic courses will be 
offered through Zoom. CL687 Integrative Clinic is a 
clinic rotation conducted on a monthly modular basis 
in the DAOM degree clinic, scheduled from 8:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM on the Sundays the DAOM program is in 
session.

The courses that fulfill the DACM Completion Program 
are courses offered in the DACM program. These 
courses are attended by both entry-level DACM and 
completion track DACM students. The courses are 
scheduled during weekday hours, Monday-Friday, 
8:30 AM – 5:30 PM. Note that beginning with academic 
year 2021-2022, the DACM completion track will follow 
the regular academic schedule rather than a modular 
schedule.

Courses for the DACM Degree Completion Track
The COVID-19 situation has and will continue to impact 
course offerings (including selectives and electives), and 
their manner of delivery. Questions about these impacts 
should be directed to an Admissions team member or to 
the Vice President of Academic Affairs.

DACM Degree Completion Track
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Courses for the DACM Degree Completion Track
The following tables list the Core required courses, as well as any additional required courses for the  

DACM Completion Track. The Content Areas 1-5 refer to the five corresponding content areas described above 
as program goals. Content Area 6 is clinically relevant coursework.

CL590

CL687

CL591

CL592

CL686

CL593

IM660

Total

Course 
Number Course Name

Advanced Case Analysis and Clinical Research I 

Integrative Clinic 

Advanced Case Analysis and Clinical Research II

Advanced Case Analysis and Clinical Research III

Integrative Clinical Theater 

Advanced Case Analysis and Clinical Research IV

Comparative Health Professions and Practice

Hours Credits

12

64

12

12

36

12

24

172

1

2.67

1

1

1.5

1

2

10.17

Content 
Area Format

5,6

1,2,3,6

5,6

5,6

1,2,3,6

5,6

2,3,4

Synchronous Didactic Course

Modular Clinic Practicum

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Core DACM Completion Track Courses

CM532

CM533

CM534

CM535

Course 
Number Course Name

Pre-Han Classic I*

Pre-Han Classic II

Shang Han Lun*

Wen Bing Xue*

Hours Credits

24

24

24

24

2

2

2

2

Content 
Area Format

4

4

4

4

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Classical Chinese Medicine Courses

*Required course if not completed in master’s-level degree

AC652

AC657

Course 
Number Course Name

Orthopedic Acupuncture* 

Japanese Meridian Therapy 

Hours Credits

36

36

3

3

Content 
Area Format

1,4,5

4

Synchronous Practicum

Synchronous Practicum

Advanced Therapies Courses

*Required course if not completed in master’s-level degree

IM652

IM653

Course 
Number Course Name

Integrative Case Management II (EENT / Respiratory)

Integrative Case Management III  
(GI / Hepatobiliary / Dermatology)

Hours Credits

36

36

3

3

Content 
Area Format

1,4,5

4

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Integrative Management Courses 2021-2022

*Required course if not completed in master’s-level degree
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IM653

IM653

IM653

IM653

Course 
Number Course Name

Advanced Topics in Neuro-Orthopedic Acupuncture

Advanced Topics in Obstetrics and Gynecology

Advanced Topics in Behavioral Health

Advanced Topics in Gastrointestinal Disorders

Hours Credits

36

36

36

36

3

3

3

3

Content 
Area Format

1,3,4

1,3,4

1,3,4

1,3,4

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Advanced Practice Topics (minimum enrollment required)

CL590

CL687

CL591

CM532

CM534

CM535

AC652

AC657

CL592

CL686

CL593

IM660

Total

Course 
Number Course Name

Advanced Case Analysis and Clinic Research I 

Integrative Clinic 

Advanced Case Analysis and Clinic Research II

Pre-Han Classic I*

Shang Han Lun*

Wen Bing Xue*

Orthopedic Acupuncture* 

Japanese Meridian Therapy 

Advanced Case Analysis and Clinic Research III

Integrative Clinical Theater 

Advanced Case Analysis and Clinic Research IV

Comparative Health Professions and Practice

Hours Credits

12

64

12

24

24

24

36

36

12

36

12

24

316

1

2.67

1

2

2

2

2

3

1

1.5

1

2

21.17

Content 
Area Format

5,6

1,2,3,6

5,6

4

4

4

1,4,5

4

5,6

1,2,3,6

5,6

2,3,4

Synchronous Didactic Course

Modular Clinic Practicum

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Practicum

Synchronous Practicum

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Synchronous Didactic Course

Model Curriculum for OCOM MAcOM Graduates

Financial Aid
Since it is not currently accredited, federal financial 
aid is not available for the DACM completion track. 
Students in this track are eligible to apply for private 
student loans to fund their direct and/or indirect costs.
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OCOM seeks DAOM students who show the potential to become leaders in the field of acupuncture and Chinese 
medicine and who demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and maturity necessary to undertake the challenges of the 
DAOM program. 

To make this assessment, the Admissions Committee reviews each applicant in a variety of areas, including their 
academic record and professional and life experiences. For questions about the admissions process, contact the 
Office of Admissions: 503-253-3443 x201 or admissions@ocom.edu.

DAOM Admissions Requirements

Prerequisites
All applicants must be able to document satisfactory 
completion of a master’s-level or professional 
doctorate-level training in acupuncture and herbal 
medicine (or its equivalent) to be eligible for 
consideration for the DAOM program. This basic 
admissions requirement means that applicants must 
possess a master’s degree (or diploma) or professional 
doctorate in acupuncture and herbal medicine from 
a school or college accredited by ACAOM, or the 
international equivalent. Applicants with a MAc or DAc 
degree must also have an herbal medicine certificate 
from an ACAHM accredited program. Original 
transcripts are required in all cases.

The DAOM program is a clinical advanced practice 
doctoral program, and students are required to 
present cases from their practice in the classroom as 
well as writing case study reports. It is also expected 
that students will apply the knowledge and skills 
learned in the program to patients in their own 
practices. For these reasons, applicants to the DAOM 
program should be currently licensed practitioners 
with an active practice (generally, this means treating 
at least 10 patients per week with acupuncture and/or 
Chinese herbal medicine). Applicants in the process of 
obtaining licensure and establishing an active practice 
will be considered for conditional admission.

Prospective applicants whose prior training falls short 
of this formal academic criteria may still be eligible 
for consideration for admission to the program. In 
such cases, the Admissions Committee will undertake 
a formalized credentials and competencies review 
prior to considering the application. This review will 
take into account not only an applicant’s training and 
academic transcript(s), but also factors such as clinical 
experience and NCCAOM certification in acupuncture 
and Chinese herbal medicine. The review may require 
a phone interview with the applicant by the committee 
to verify levels of knowledge and competency in areas 
such as acupuncture, Chinese medicine theory and 
diagnosis, Chinese herbal medicine, and biomedicine. 

The committee may also require the applicant to pass 
formal written challenge examinations or complete 
master’s-level coursework if deficiencies in specific 
areas are identified. Successful completion of these 
challenge exams and/or coursework will be required to 
be eligible for admission.

Technical Skills/Standards
For the safe and effective practice of acupuncture 
and Chinese medicine, students must be able to 
meet the Technical Skills/Standards for the Practice 
of Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine as detailed in 
the entry-level program admissions requirements (see 
Page 69).

The Application Process
To apply to the DAOM program, first contact the Office 
of Admissions to access the online application (via 
Populi). As each section is filled out, the information 
is saved for later completion. To ensure timely 
consideration, applicants are required to complete the 
DAOM application in its entirety before review by the 
Admissions Committee. 

The Early Application deadline* for the application 
and all supporting materials is January 31; the 
Regular Application deadline is April 30.

* Applicants who complete their application by January 
31 receive a waiver of the $75 application fee. 

Materials:
  Notification of Application for Admission form
  Nonrefundable application fee of $75
  A recent photograph (optional)
  Copy of current acupuncture and Chinese medicine 

license
  Official transcripts from each college previously 

attended
  Three letters of recommendation from individuals 

(at least one should be from an instructor) able to 
judge the applicant’s ability to undertake advanced 
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practice, doctoral-level work (must be submitted 
using online form)
  Documentation of TOEFL score, if applicable
  Applicant General Information form
  Current resume or curriculum vitae
  Description of prior post-secondary education
  Description of current clinical practice
  Financial planning information
  Two personal essays
  Completion of a short case analysis

All completed applications are reviewed by the DAOM 
Admissions Committee. This committee consists of 
the Dean of Postgraduate Studies, the Associate Dean 
of Postgraduate Studies, and the Director of Graduate 
Admissions. In addition to this core committee, other 
DAOM faculty, staff, and DAOM alumni may be invited 
to participate. 

The required admissions materials assist the DAOM 
Admissions Committee in assessing the applicant’s 
motivations for pursuing a clinical advanced 
practice doctorate as well as their commitment to 
completing the program. The educational competency 
requirements are intended to ensure that all students 
admitted to the program have a common base of 
knowledge and skills as the foundation for education 
in the clinical advanced practice doctorate.

Once the completed application has been received, 
formal interviews with the DAOM Admissions 
Committee (via telephone, GoToMeeting, Skype, 
Facetime, Zoom, or in-person) are required of all 
candidates. This committee will determine if any 
follow-up interviews or challenge examinations 
are required; candidates will be informed of the 
requirements by the Office of Admissions.

Admissions decisions are confirmed within seven 
business days of the interview and/or successful 
completion of any required follow-up, including 
special admissions interviews or challenge 
examinations. Possible outcomes include acceptance, 
conditional acceptance, wait list, or denial.

International Students
OCOM is approved by the U.S. Department of 
Immigration and Naturalization to grant admission to 
full-time students. I-20 forms are available to admitted 
applicants who meet INS requirements. International 
students must be physically on campus at least some 
of the time each quarter during the modules to be 

compliant with immigration rules. Students cannot 
attend online only unless they stay in their country and 
do not come to the United States. Students cannot be 
certified through SEVIS for their I-20 if not physically 
on campus. In addition to all the standard application 
information and documentation, international 
students must also meet and submit additional 
documentation requirements as follows: 

  Official copies of all academic transcripts from 
secondary schools must be sent to OCOM’s Office of 
Admissions. In addition, all international institutions’ 
transcripts must be submitted with the appropriate 
translation and equivalency analysis from a 
recognized agency such as World Education Services 
(www.wes.org).
  Students who were not educated in the United 

States must meet the same admissions requirements 
as U.S.-educated applicants. Such candidates must 
have their educational credentials evaluated by 
an international educational service such as World 
Education Services (www.wes.org) and have these 
sent to OCOM’s Office of Admissions. International 
students must also submit a Certificate of Finance 
form and supporting financial documentation as part 
of the admissions process to show sufficient financial 
resources to fund educational and living expenses 
with the following documentation:
– Certificate of Finance 
–  Official bank verification of funds (English 

translation) with current exchange rate
  Minimum of $40,000 for the first year of the two-year 

program. Each year, the international student needs 
to show proof of funds for the continuing year before 
the beginning of each new school year. 
  Additional $5,000 per year for a spouse; an additional 

$2,000 per year for each child
  Copy of passport (front and back with signature of 

bearer) for all non-U.S. citizens
  Copy of photo page of passport showing picture 

image, correct spelling of legal name, and date of 
birth
  Copy of visa for all non-U.S. citizens

Note the requirements for current license and 
active practice (see DAOM Program Admissions 
Requirements).

International students’ tuition and fees are due by the 
end of the first module of each quarter. International 
students are not eligible for a payment plan.

Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (DAOM)
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English Language Competency
English language competency is required of all 
students seeking admission to the program. This 
must be demonstrated by one of the following:

1.  The student must have completed a two-year 
(60 semester credits or 90 quarter credits) 
baccalaureate- or graduate-level, English-based 
education in an institution:

a)  Accredited by an agency recognized by the  
U.S. Secretary of Education, 

b)  In the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada 
(except Quebec), New Zealand, or Ireland. 

In all cases, English must have been both the 
language of instruction and the language of the 
curriculum used.

2.  Scoring a total score of at least 80 on the Test of 
English as a Foreign Language Internet-based test 
(TOEFL iBT), or an overall band score of level 6.5 on 
the International English Language Testing System 
(IELTS) exam.

Veterans Benefits
Any veteran receiving GI Bill® benefits while attending 
Oregon College of Oriental Medicine is required 
to obtain transcripts from all previously attended 
schools and submit them to the school for review 
of prior credit. VA-eligible students must provide 
a Certificate of Eligibility form to the Office of the 
Registrar. Veteran students that are chapter 31, 
Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment, or chapter 
33, Post-9/11 GI Bill® benefits will not be imposed 
with any penalty, including the assessment of late 
fees, the denial of access to classes, libraries, or other 
institutional facilities, or the requirement that a 
covered individual borrow additional funds, on any 
covered individual because of the individual’s inability 
to meet their financial obligations to the institution 
due to the delayed disbursement funding from 
Veterans Affairs. Veterans applying to the college with 
specific questions about the use of veteran benefits 
for attending OCOM should contact the Office of the 
Registrar. 

For information on using veteran benefits, visit the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs website, www.benefits.
va.gov.

Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (DAOM)
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Total tuition for the two-year DAOM program (2020-2022) is $39,500. Tuition for each academic year is $19,750. 
The college requires a $250 deposit within two weeks of acceptance into the program, all of which will be applied 
to the first year’s tuition.

To assist students with payment of tuition, the college provides for each academic year’s tuition to be paid in two 
installments of $9,875 each (at no additional charge to students). Due dates for tuition payments are as follows:

DAOM Tuition and Financial Aid Information

Year One (2021-2022)
Payment #1 — $9,875
Due September 17, 2021

Last day to pay without late fees: September 20, 2021

Payment #2 — $9,875
Due March 18, 2022

Last day to pay without late fees: March 21, 2022

Year Two (2022-2023) 
Payment #1 — $9,875
Due September 16, 2022

Last day to pay without late fees: September 19, 2022

Payment #2 — $9,875
Due March 17, 2023

Last day to pay without late fees: March 17, 2023 

Tuition costs are exclusive of travel, lodging, books, supplies, or expenses related to clinical externship electives. 
Students should anticipate and plan for these additional expenses.

Post-Professional Program (DAOM) Fees

 Application Fee nonrefundable $ 75

 New Student Orientation Fee first year of enrollment $ 50

 Malpractice Insurance per year $ 200

 Clinic Locker Fee per year $ 20

 Transfer Student Evaluation Fee  $ 150

 Challenge Exam Fee nonrefundable $ 50

 Make-up Clinical Work per hour $ 50

 Make-up Didactic Work per hour $ 50

 Make-up Exam Fee  $ 25

 Make-up Comprehensive Exam Fee  $ 100

 Transcript Fee  $ 5

 Returned Check Fee  $ 45

 Academic and Student Services Fee per year $ 300

 Check Replacement Fee  $ 10

 Check Stop Payment Fee  $ 35

 Clinic Fee per year $ 50

 Graduation Fee final enrollment year $ 200

 Diploma Replacement Fee  $ 50 

 Convenience Fee for Credit Card Payment of Tuition/Fees  3%
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DAOM Degree Completion Courses
Those students who have not completed their DAOM 
degree requirements by December 1 of the year that 
they complete the regular two-year program will be 
enrolled in a DAOM degree completion course:

DC911
DAOM Degree Completion Course, 
Year One
1 credit/45 hours

DC912
DAOM Degree Completion Course, 
Year Two
1 credit/45 hours

The DAOM Degree Completion courses are for 
students who are completing their DAOM degree 
requirements following completion of the regular 
two-year program. Any student who has unfinished 
degree requirements as of December 1 of the year that 
they complete the regular two-year program must 
register for DC911. Any student who has unfinished 
degree requirements as of September 1 of the year 
that follows the completion of the regular two-year 
program must register for DC912.

Tuition for DC911 is $700. This will be billed on 
December 1 and due one month later; late fees will 
be charged if payment is not received by the due 
date. Tuition for DC912 is $700. This will be billed on 
September 1 and due one month later; late fees will be 
charged if payment is not received by the due date.

Tuition and Payment Policy
Many DAOM students receive financial aid to attend 
OCOM. Federal financial aid is normally disbursed to 
the college each tuition payment period and applied 
to the student’s account within three business days. 
Tuition, fees, books, and any other charges are also 
applied to the student’s account. Refunds of account 
balances are usually made within the first week of 
classes. If a student’s financial aid disbursement is 
not sufficient to cover the balance due, the student 
may request a payment plan from the Business Office 
or with the Accounting Specialist. However, student 
accounts must be current to continue attending 
classes or to receive credit for coursework. 

Tuition payments are due in full by the last day 
indicated under tuition payment dates. If payment in 
full is not possible, then the student should request 
a payment plan from the Business Office or with the 

Accounting Specialist. A nonrefundable payment plan 
fee of $20 is added to the first payment. 

Students must clear all charges in their accounts 
before the end of the academic year to receive any 
course credit or to continue enrollment in the next 
year. Payment due date schedules for each academic 
year are detailed above and posted on the DAOM 
program management websites. 

Late Payments
Tuition payments must be made in a timely manner. 
Tuition payment due dates for each academic year 
and last days to pay without incurring a late fee 
are detailed above. Students paying their accounts 
after a due date will owe a late fee of $10 for the first 
day, and $5 for each day thereafter, for outstanding 
balances paid after that date. Students are encouraged 
to contact the Business Office if needed to arrange 
a payment plan,. In the event that payment remains 
in a delinquent status for an extended period or if 
payments are habitually late, the student may be 
dismissed from the program.

Tuition Refund Policy
A student may terminate — withdraw or take a leave 
of absence — by giving written notice to the college 
(the student must complete the Leave of Absence 
request form for a leave and have the leave of absence 
approved by the Dean of Postgraduate Studies). If 
termination occurs before the start of the first module 
of the academic year, all tuition paid for that academic 
year will be refunded. If termination occurs after 
the start of the first module of the academic year, 
the student is financially obligated to the college 
according to the following schedule:

  If the student withdraws prior to completion of 60 
percent of the period covered by a tuition payment, 
the student shall be entitled to a prorated “return of 
funds” of the total tuition charged for that period of 
enrollment.

  “Return of funds,” as used in this section, is calculated 
using the Federal Regulation for Return of Title IV 
Funds, which means that a student shall be charged 
for the time attended as determined by the last 
recorded day of attendance by that student. This 
is calculated by the total number of class days 
attended for each module during that payment 
period divided by the total number of class days in 
all modules occurring during that payment period. If 
the student has utilized federal student loans, and if 

Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (DAOM)
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the calculation determines that the school is required 
to return funds, the funds are returned to the Federal 
Direct Loan Program in the following order: Federal 
Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loans, Federal Direct 
Graduate Plus Loan.

  If a student withdraws or takes a leave of absence 
after the completion of 60 percent or more of the 
class days in all modules for the current payment 
period, the student shall be responsible for the 
tuition charged for the entire payment period and 
shall not be entitled to a refund.

  If a student is not in attendance for any one module, 
they must give written notice that they will be 
attending the next module. If a student fails to return 
to the next module, a Return of Funds calculation will 
be performed based on the date of the last module 
attended and the student will be automatically 
withdrawn from the program.

Financial Aid
DAOM students at OCOM are eligible to apply for 
federal student loans: the Direct Unsubsidized Loan 
and the Direct Graduate PLUS Loan. Students must fill 
out a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
each year they are enrolled. OCOM’s school code is B 
07625. For more information about the types of loans 
and how to apply, visit www.ocom.edu/admissions/
financial-aid, or contact the Office of Financial Aid.

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) for 
Student Loan Funds 
Disbursement of federal student loan proceeds will be 
electronically drawn into the college and applied to 
individual student accounts. The Business Office will 
apply tuition and fees to the student’s account prior 
to the beginning of each payment period. Pre-order 
of textbooks will be applied to the student’s account 
by the Business Office. If your account has a credit 
balance after tuition, fees and books, then a refund 
check will be issued. Refund checks are usually ready 
in about three days after all transactions have occurred 
and will be mailed out by the accounting office. 
Other arrangements can be made by contacting the 
Accounting Specialist. 

If a student wishes to not accept all of the loan 
proceeds, they can request to have all or part of the 
funds returned to the Direct Loan Program. This 
request must be made in writing within two weeks of 
disbursement of funds. Contact the Office of Financial 
Aid for details.

Request for Financial Aid Funding for Clinical 
Selective/Externship Expenses
Students in the DAOM program can request federal 
student loan funding up to $15,000 in expenses related 
to completion of their clinical selective/externships to 
meet the requirements of the entire DAOM program. 
The student must provide the Office of Financial Aid 
with detailed documentation of reasonable expenses, 
which can include travel, cost of training and related 
materials, and a modest food stipend.

All requests will be reviewed using reasonable 
expenses for each given situation. An appeal process is 
available for any student whose request exceeds these 
guidelines. These requests will be submitted for further 
review by the Director of Financial Aid and the Dean of 
Postgraduate Studies.

All travel and related expenses must be submitted 
to the Office of Financial Aid by the last paperwork 
deadline of each year as indicated on the 
disbursement schedule, and completed prior to the 
student’s graduation date.
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